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But to see her, was to love her; Love but her, and love for ever.

— Robert Burns - -
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/ ‘Burns 1s one of the greatest English Romantic poets in the

late 18t century England.

He was born into a poor Scottish peasant family.

He got little school education.

He could never earn enough money to support his family.
He lived 1n great poverty all his life.

He was a poetic genius. He had an aptitude for Scottish
folk songs.

Burns was nurtured by the Scottish cultural tradition.
The majority of his poems were written in the Scottish
dialect. (KB & =N, 1999: 177)

He 1s known as the “National Poet of Scotland”




5 Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect {HE=H 51

His Major Works

i
\m»
AW

)

( 1786 )

The Tree of Liberty { HEHMY (1794)
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John Anderson, My Jo (2188 %484 FRPIFENY (1796)
Auld Lang Syne (& HEtY (1788) .




Classification of Burns' Poetry

classification

Representative works

Scottish John Barleycorn
ballads

Patriotic My Heart is in the
poems Highland

Lyrics of love |A Red, Red Rose

& friendship | 7ohn Anderson My Jo

A Fond Kiss




A Red, Red Rose
—Robert Burns




Topics for Presentation

e 4 Red, Red Rose

* 1. How does the narrator in the poem
express his love?

» 2. Why 1s this poem so touching to the
readers?




A Red, Red Rose «

O my Luve‘s like a red, red rose
B, P B NR— R HIHOR,
That's newly sprung in June.
NH BA)EE 7 3E
O my Luve‘s like the melodie,
B, JENR—EHWEBF IR,
That‘s sweetly played in tune.

AR 7= AVE T 5

As fair art thou, my bonnie lass,

I Ih IR, 1R F 23,
So deep in luve am I,
WEZAIRA 2 AR,
And I will luve thee still, my dear,
HehkmZ IR, FAE L,
Till a® the seas gang dry.
Ik N{AINEYI T




Till a* the seas gang dry, my dear,
H R IE B KA 5 .
And the rocks melt wi' the sun,

H 2= AR K &
O, I will luve thee still, my dear,

M EATIIR Z AR,
While the sands o° life shall run.
WEAMRZ KAK,

And fare thee weel, my only Luve,
e, PeME—AgL B
And fare thee weel awhile!
PO, b RAT T I ) !
And I will come again, my Luve,
B mR, THEN,
Tho' it were ten thousand mile!

RAEEE T E D H
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Discussion and Debate
(it i 534S

What is love? What 1s your understanding of true
love? Should college students fall in love with
others?How to balance the relationship between
love and study?(ft4 2 Z 15 ? VRN H % x& WA
R ? REPAENIZIRINFZ S ? KA R AA]
M EF S AHIRRT )

What are the similarities and differences of the

two poems? ( (—ZRZLAPIJECIRY A € AR

X B 1 ) S [ AE IR EL 2 ) )




JlL\IE&)J_IZ_I' 7X_\

HH AL
o S HAR R A R, 2
T BN, B S R
1 AL




¥2 When You are OId W B Yeats

W HEN you/ are old/ and gray/ and full /of sleep
“f WANnd nod/ding by /the fire/, take down /this book,
Y% And slow/ly read/, and dream /of the / soft look

* Your eyes/ had once/, and of /their sha/dows deep;

How many loved your moments of glad grace,

And loved your beauty with love false or true;
But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,

And loved the sorrows of your changing face.

And bending down beside the glowing
Murmur, a little sadly, how love

And paced upon the mountains

And hid his face amid a crowd of

It is written in iambic pentameter, rhyming
abba,cddc.effe
i 5 AT 2 SE AR A PR
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‘%' ’ P, ) . 4 o gelttyimage
When you ave okd and gray and ful of skeep

And nodding by the fire, take down this book,
And skowly read, and dream of the soft kook

Your eyes had once, and of ther shadows deep,

Fow many kved vour moments of glad grace

And 'ﬁ-m‘ti your h*,.u;t'.' wilh love !:t S O Irue.
Hut one man ioved the pegnm soul in you,
And loved the somows of your changng face,
And bending down besk the glowing bars
Murmug, bt sadly, how love fled

And pwu:lm the mountans overhexd
And b s Face among & crowd of stars

VWiliarn Bt Yeats




Burns 1s the national poet of Scotland. His songs are
Scottish to the core. As a poet of the peasant, he was very
good at presenting the rural theme. His great success was
largely due to his comprehensive knowledge and excellent
mastery of the old song tradition.

His peasant origin and environment especially aided him in
mastering the happy simplicity, humor, directness and
optimism, which are characteristics of old Scottish songs.

He often revised old songs and improved them by a
process of omission, condensation and addition, so that
they become transformed into noble and finished
masterpieces.




Comments

Burns was nurtured by the Scottish cultural tradition. The
majority of his poems were written in the Scottish dialect.
According to G. Leech (1969:9), Burns is the only greatest
English poet who writes outside the standard/London
dialect.

In the history of English literature since the Middle Ages,
only one poet of unquestioned greatness, Robert Burns, has
chosen to write his best work outside the standard dialect .

Burns’s reputation lies chiefly in his love poems and songs.
They express tender feelings that came from the bottom of

his heart, which can be best illustrated by 4 Red, Red Rose

and Auld Lang Syne.




Assignment

» write a love poem to sb who you love.
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